
  On Thursday, March 5th, Janet 

Napolitano, U.S. Secretary of 

Homeland Security and Shaun 

Donovan, U.S. Secretary of Hous-

ing and Urban Development 

(HUD), made SUNO their first 

stop on a visit to view the devasta-

tion caused by Hurricane 

Katrina.  The officials were 

also in the Crescent City to 

discuss funding for the con-

tinued recovery of New Or-

leans.   

  Other federal, state and 

local government leaders 

who participated in the tour 

included:  U.S. Senator Mary 

Landrieu, U.S. Congressman 

Charlie Melancon, U.S. Con-

gressman Joseph Cao, Gover-

nor Bobby Jindal, Lt. Gover-

nor Mitch Landrieu, State 

Representative Karen Carter 

Peterson and Mayor Ray Nagin. 

  Having this important delegation 

to visit our campus bodes well for 

both Southern University at New 

Orleans and the entire city.  Secre-

tary Napolitano assured me that 

SUNOôs recovery is very impor-

tant to President Barack Obamaôs 

administration, and that answers 

we have been seeking regarding 

various aspects of our recovery 

will be addressed in a timely fash-

ion. 

  The delegation toured the heart 

of SUNOôs Park Campus includ-

ing the library, the multipurpose 

building, cafeteria and the univer-

sity center.  The campus was dev-

astated by 4 to 11 feet of flood 

waters as a result of Hurricanes 

Katrina and Rita.  After the tour, 

officials met briefly with Southern 

University System chairman of 

the board, Tony Clayton, presi-

dent Ralph Slaughter, as well as 

several members of the Southern 

University System Board of Su-

pervisors.  
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  SUNO visits The Advocate 

  On Tuesday, March 3, 2009, 

Vice Chancellor Gloria Moul-

trie and Harold Clark, Jr., Ex-

ecutive Associate to the Chan-

cellor, joined me for a meeting 

the with editorial board of The 

Advocate.  As you know, the 

newspaper has published sev-

eral editorials over the years 

suggesting that SUNO should 

be closed, primarily due to 

issues surrounding graduation 

rates.   

  The nearly two-hour meeting 

was very cordial, and a healthy 

exchange transpired about 

SUNO and higher education in 

Louisiana in general.   

  Among the items discussed 

was a newly produced docu-

ment outlining SUNOôs new 

focus on accountability in the 

post-Katrina Era that was pub-

lished by the Office of Aca-

demic Affairs.  Similar meet-

ings with other media outlets 

are being planned. 

  With a renewed attitude and 

intensified efforts of our fac-

ulty and staff, it is our expecta-

tion that the media will gain a 

firmer understanding of what 

makes Southern University at 

New Orleans a special place in 

terms of its true service to the 

people of the metropolitan 

area. 
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Chancellor Victor Ukpolo (front, 4th from left), 

discusses SUNOôs recovery with Sen. Mary Lan-

drieu.  Also in the delegation were (l. to r.) Congress-

man Joseph Cao,  Dr. Ed Blakely, Sec. Shaun Dono-

van, Sec. Janet Napolitano, Rep. Karen Carter Peter-

son, Gov. Bobby Jindal, Mayor Ray Nagin, Lt. Gov. 

Mitch Landrieu and Congressman Charlie Melancon.  
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