
  As we end another academic 

year, SUNO has found itself in the 

position of addressing several 

issues in the media. 

Merger with UNO 

  For years there has been talk of 

SUNO merging with UNO, and 

that talk has recently intensified.  

The difference between then and 

now is that the country, and sub-

sequently the state, is in the mid-

dle of a significant economic cri-

sis.  It is not surprising, therefore, 

to hear this talk arise again. 

   With the discussions growing in 

the legislature, SUNO has had 

numerous media inquiries.  We 

have not shied away from this 

discussion because we feel that it 

is important to stand tall on this 

issue.  

   As a result, an awareness of 

SUNOôs importance to the com-

munity has been created for the 

general public.  Even more impor-

tantly, I believe that SUNO has 

been successful in getting very 

important parties such as the New 

Orleans City Council to support us 

as an institution which fills a 

unique need in the community. 

Economic Impact Study 

   Three weeks ago, the University 

released an economic impact 

study.  Thanks to the work of Drs. 

Igwe Udeh, Amaresh Das and 

Frank Martin, this study was re-

leased at a critical time.   

   With so many questions about 

SUNOôs viability in the stateôs 

higher education community, the 

study proved that SUNO has a 

definite place in terms of financial 

signficance. 

   Even better, we developed a 

media blitz to tell our story.  The 

media was most responsive as we 

made broadcast appearances on 

WWL radio, WWL-TV, ñThe 

Home Teamò morning show on 

Old School 106.7, WBOK-AM, 

WGNO-TV and WVUE-TV.   

   Our study was also covered by 

New Orleans CityBusiness, The 

Louisiana Weekly, universitybusi-

ness.com as well as other print 

and internet media. 

H1N1 Update 

   During the week leading up to 

graduation, SUNO found itself in 

the unenviable position of pub-

licly addressing the concern of an 

employeeôs illness, possibly with 

the H1N1 virus.  As of Tuesday, 

May 12th we can report that the 

Louisiana Department of Health 

& Hospitals has informed us that 

the employee has tested negative 

for the virus. 

   We are elated that this is the 

case.  Still, we encourage every-

one on campus to practice healthy 

habits with hygiene.  You will see 

that we have placed hand sanitizer 

dispensers throughout the campus, 

specifically outside all of the rest-

rooms.  Please use them and keep 

yourself healthy! 

 

  End of the year filled with media activity  

SUNO meets with Delgado to rekindle articulation 
agreement talks  

   SUNO and Delgado Community 

College recently signed an articula-

tion agreement between the two 

institutions as well as sign a two-

plus-two agreement at a press confer-

ence on Wednesday, May 6th in the 
Park Campus Cafeteria.  Dr. Ron 

Wright, the chancellor of Delgado 

and I signed along with our chief 

academic officers.  

   The two-plus-two agreement calls 

for Delgado graduates, from its asso-

ciate degree programs in Biology, 
Mathematics or Criminal Justice, to 

seamlessly transition into their junior 

years at SUNO's Bachelor of Science 

programs in these three areas. 

   Annually, the top two-plus-

two student from Delgado will 

receive financial assistance to 

attend SUNO. Additionally, 

students who participate in 

two-plus-two academic pro-
grams will be eligible to reside 

in SUNOôs student housing 

facility which is slated to open 

in January 2010. 

   We intend to enjoy this 

mutually beneficial relation-

ship as we continue to work on 
agreements for other academic 

programs.  Please join me in 

congratulating all administrators and 
faculty who have been involved in making this agreement a reality. 
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Drs. Victor Ukpolo and Ron Wright talk about 

sealing the deal between SUNO and Delgado.  Photo 

by Gus Bennett, Jr. 

  Memo From the Chancellorõs Desk 

   Victor Ukpolo, Ph.D. 



Appointment to the GNOBEDD  

Advisory Council 

   The Greater New Orleans Biosciences 

Economic Development District 

(GNOBEDD) recently invited me to join 

its advisory committee, and I have ac-

cepted the invitation.   

   GNOBEDD is a 1,500 acre economic 

development district that has been 

charged with the responsibility of grow-

ing both the programmatic and physical 

development components of the biosci-

ences of the New Orleans economy.   

   The agency is producing a master plan 

for development of a top-flight biomedi-

cal center of excellence that will support 

new hospitals, specialized research fa-

cilities and biomedical-related centers. 

 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS 

May 21st-May 23rd 

NAIA National Outdoor Championships 

Edwardsville, Illinois 

Cheer the SUNO Track & Field team on 

to victory as they attempt to bring home 

honors against the best the nation has to 

offer. 

 

May 25th 

MEMORIAL DAY 

 

May 27th 

Summer Session Orientation 

9 a.m.-12 noon 

Place TBA 

 

Freshman Registration for Summer Ses-

sion 

12noon-5 p.m. 

Knights Café Park Campus 

 

May 28th & May 29th 

Summer Session Registration 

8 a.m.-5 p.m. 

Knights Café Park Campus 

 

June 1st-June 26th 

Summer Session I 

 

June 29th-July 24th 

Summer Session II 

 

 

A FEW THINGS TO REMEMBER 

  Memo From the Chancellorõs Desk 
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To the SUNO Class of 2009 

 

You are to be commended for staying the course as many of 

you continue to rebuild your personal lives.  Southern Uni-

versity at New Orleans is counting on you to represent us 

well as you move on to the next stage in your life.  Thank you 

for allowing us to serve you. 

 

I wish you all the best! 

Chancellor Victor Ukpolo, PhD 

New Orleans City Council member 

Cynthia Willard-Lewis addresses atten-

dees at the annual Honors & Awards 

Day.  Photo by Gus Bennett, Jr. 

Congratulations to all of our stu-

dents, faculty and staff members 

who were honored for their hard 

work in the classroom, on campus 

and in the offices during the 2008-

2009 academic year. 

 

To be honored by your peers and 

others is the highest honor.  Their 

confidence in you shows that they 

are aware of what you bring to the 

table in terms of making SUNO a 

better campus for us all. 

 

Please take your respective honors 

and continue to show that your 

selection was a worthy one.  We 

look forward to more great things 

from you! 

 

YOUR SUNO FAMILY 


