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The Center for African and African Ameri-
can Studies was pleased to bring the fore
most scholar on the Civil Rights move-
ment in Mississippi and the Black Panthe
Party to our campus as the keynote
speaker for our 2009 Black History Month
Colloquium. His presentation was enti-
tl ed, 00Ordinary Ped
nary Lives: the Civil Rights Movement in
Mi ssi ssippi . 6

Dr. Curtis Austin (pictured left) is an As-
sociate Professor of History and Director
of the Center for Black Studies at The
University of Southern Mississippi in Hat-
tiesburg, MS. He comes with nearly 20
years in the field and has participated in
speaking engagements across the countr
most notably at the Harlem Book Fair and
Wor | d Psychiatric
convention in Cuba.

Dr. Austin and the CAAAS staff are en-
couraged by the success from the collo-
quium and look forward to partnering our
centers in the near future.

For more on Black History
month events, see page 8.
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Since its
me nt i n
Center for African and
African  American
Studies has been a
leader in innovative

teaching; curriculum

materials  develop-
ment; arts exhibitions

and outreach; com-
munity involvement;

and research in and
about the heritage

communities. Seven-
teen core and affili-

ated faculty teach 22

courses with Africana
studies content in 5
departments and
strive to help meet

national needs for Af-
ricanist specialists in
academic, govern-
ment, and private

sectors. Our faculty is
committed to an in-

terdisciplinary  cur-

riculum that supports

the general education
of students from all

majors. We are an in-
terdisciplinary  pro-

gram and are excited
about its promise to

contribute to the edu-

cation of our students

at SUNO, and to foster
greater service on our
campus and in the
community in which

we live.

establish-

AKUKO

m

Africana studies stu-

1 9 8 8ents r&clive e rgor-

ing and enhancement
activities through col-
loquia, symposia, lec-
tures, and confer-
ences. The Center of-
fers an undergraduate
minor/concentration,
but its centerpiece is
its contribution to the
MA Museum Studies
Program. We sponsor
over 25 programs and
activities each year on
important issues in
Africana studies.

It is gratifying to note

that during the past
year, the Center was
able to successfully
plan and participate
in several key campus
-wide programs. High-
lights from last year
include:  colloquium
on the civil rights
movement in Missis-
sippi, quilt exhibit by

Museum Studies, lec-
ture series, Africana
film series, and the
gl obal
rum. The activities

had a positive impact
on both the campus
and local communi-
ties. The CAAAS ac-
tivities reflect its am-

bition to inform the

w 0 mef nr dosm

h e

University  com-
munity and be-
yond about the
history, culture,

contributions and
experiences  of

Dr. Romanus Ejiaga

people of African Director of CAAAS
descent in the P .
United states. We ‘'acts and each arti-

continue to be ac-

tively involved in sev-

eral educational out-

reach programs. The
Center maintains link-

ages with several K-12
schools, including
J.Green Charter
Schools and Sophie B.
Wright  Elementary
School.

| am also delighted to
report that the Center
has successfully reme-
diated all the artifacts
that were compro-
mised during Hurri-
cane Katrina. | want
to thank Conservator
Susie Seborg and Col-
lections Curator Hill
as well as the four
graduate  students

Studies Program,
L6Or eal Ev
nard Tapia, Haitham
Eid, and Serena
Malone who worked
on the project. There

are a total of 849 arti-

BEONOO s

fact has been inven-
toried, documented
(both  written and

digitally), surfaced
cleaned, condition
reported, and tem-
porarily  re -housed
on SUNOGOG s
campus in Trailers

34A & 34B. As it ex-
ists, the collection
is a great resource
for students in the
arts, museum stud-
ies, and other hu-
manities and social

studies  programs.
For more informa-
tion on the

African art collec-
tion or to set up an
appointment to
view or research the
collection, please

ot (e e,

he CenteerI%nos to

launch its first aca-
demic Journal in fall
2009. This first issue

(Continued on pag#2)
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Curator and Archi-
vist, Linda Hill spokej
at Louisiana Rura

a Antoinette pletely restore the Archive but

Harrell. Harrell contained no provision or devia-

documentary ration execution to deliver to-

Life Museum. Shql v cal |l ed i fallye untbntaminated docu-

was a guest speak®

at i What

How People of Afri-

can Descent Are

told Story of ments. The posture of the Ar-
Slavery in the chi ve col l ecti

Earlier in the conditional and pending until

In-

terpreted at Louisiana the Center for and ending negotiations with
Pl ant at i The sy8npd- eAfrican and AfricarAmerican EnviroCare. There were strict
sium was on May 2nd and 3rd atStudies hosted a presentation ainspections through the month The exhibit area presently

the Rural Life Museum on the SUNO where Harrell introduced of June, July,
campus of Louisiana State Uni-Mae Miller, a woman who and August
versity (LSU) in Baton Rouge. document ed her 200& mi which
Hill joined a diverse group of of enslavement in Mississippi asproduced  evi-

national scholars
topics regarding
African-American
heritage. T h e
moderator was
Small, professor

speaking onl at e as t he 19 6dénges revealing
African and Additionally @ The  African the contents o
history and American Resource Center ofthe one trailer to

s y mp otlseiNawr@rleans Public Library be  unsuccess-
Dr. Stepheninvited the general public to fully remediated
of African attend a Juneteenth Celebratiorand  contained

American Studies at the Univer- at the Main Library at noon on deplorable levels
sity of California, Berkeley. Friday, June 13, 2008, in theof airborne spores. Moreover project details all aspects
Also on hand were speakersMain  Library  Auditorium. the contents remain at risk for of restoration and cata-

from George Washington Uni- Guest speakers

produced a tion of guarantees for the resto-

the Collection to the Lake
campus; however the Ar-
chival office is in Admini-

stration building rm209.
There are 321 artifacts
requiring further treat-

onend. sThese artifacts iare t

20t h C e ramdwstabylization project remains located in  Conservator

Susi e Seborgb

year Hill and there is another bidding processin Baton Rouge, Louisi-

ana.

showcases the
Leonard Tapia
Masters Mu-
seum Studies
Program exit
exhibit entitled
fAfrican  Art
Conservation
Project Exhibi-
tion and Cata-
| ogui Theg .

included Dr.usage or removal. We have loguing regarding the con-

versity, the University of Hous- Felix James, Full Professor oftherefore embraced the recom-servation effort that fo-

ton and LSU. Hi

I 1 6 s pHisory andtliada Hill Curator mendation of our CAAAS con-

tion took place on Saturday, and Archivist in the Center for servation consultant, Driskoll
May 3rd at 9:00 a.m. African and African American Inc. that all contents within the
Studies, both for Southern Uni-trailer are contaminated and semester. Leonard Tapia
In July 2008 Linda Hill served versity at New Orleans. The validate a rebidding procedure.
as the moderator for the releasgurpose of the program made

of a local documentary that ex-people aware of JuneteenthAs of this date, 638 of the res- quently cataloguing the
plored slavery and the peonagemeaning and purpose. cued 728 African artifacts in the

system in present day Missis-
sippi. The compilation is the Curator Center Activities:

collection have documentation

cused on the collection.
The installation will re-
main situated until the fall

participated in Embark
training seminars conse-

reinstatement in that man-
ner. Mr. Tapia will con-

and assessments. The collectiontinue to work until the

work of Louisiana researcherOver t he past yseuarentlytldeated io trailea 84oprofest is completed.

and genealogist

Antoinette office  has worked A & B on

Harrell Miller. Hill works with  closely with Driskoll the Lake
museums, cable access, andEnvironment Service- campus as
cultural professionals tirelessly LLC., on Enviro- well as the
in an effort to relay the value Car eds br a CAAAS
and existence of untaught andcontractual agreeme Curato
unrecognized African and Afri- with Southern Univer office and
can American history in ar-si ty at N exhibit
chives and court houses aroundCenter for African ant center. The
the country.P a r t of Madfrican H i Amlerécan Center has
LSU presentation focused onStudies. The contrac achieved

her encounter with genealogist,included a groundwork to com- returning eightyfive percent of

Al so L6Oreal
Birden curated an exhibit
in July 2008, entitled
iSacred Il con
rCongolese and Nigerian
Ar t E x h ilobated i
for one month at the Basin
Street Station on Rampart
St. in New Orleans, La..
She also organized an
(Continued on pag#2)
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Kelly Regan, Pro-
gram Coordinator
for Edward Green
Charter School, the
site of Edible School
Yard Project

Wo menos

CAAAS and Green Charter Sch

an agreement with Sam-fresh, slow grown,

uel Green Charter healthy food back to
School to become affili- public schools. She
ate partners for the 2009 believes that organic

-2010 school year. food should not be a

The school is the site of luxury to only those who

the Edible School Yard, can afford it.

which is the brainchild of Gr een Charter 0s
Alice Waters, a pioneer- stration is excited about

ing chef and food activist. our upcoming activities
Waters created the as both of our programs

Chez Panisse Foundawill be working together

The Office of Program- tjon, which is based inand learning from one

ming and Outreach of Berkley, CA, to bring another.
the CAAAS has reached

hil st

Participants of 2009
Gl obal
from left: Gina Brown,

Wo me n 0 9

Lora Helvie -Mason,
Glenda Allen -Jones,

Pamela Brown, &

Once again, Dr. Lora Helvie
-Mason, Assistant Professor
of Speech Communications
and Melonee Griggs, Pro-
gram Coordinator for the

Taking the Lead depiction on African
to Save the American women,
Pl anet 6. and Penvirbnmental
pants include Gina concerns.

Brown, Case 0As an i nst
Manager for NO/ higher learning, it is
AIDS Task Force, our job to educate
Pamela Broom,and empower our
Farm Yard Direc- student body on the
tor for the New contributions and is-
Orleans Food and sues that concern
Farm Network, women. If a civiliza-
and Dr. Glenda tion does not uphold
Allen-Jones, Chair their women socially,
of Early Child- politically, and mor-
hood Education at ally, then you seek the
UNO. death of your -cul-

' Panelists discussed ur e, 0 sai c
topics such as AIDS,Griggs, moderator of

President Barackthe forum.
Melonee Griggs CAAAS teamed up to pre- Obamaods i nitiative t
sent the 2009 Global ; J . ,s on womends is-
Womer~los Forurg'ues,‘Th'erSIer Perryos
year6s theme was '0Women

AKUKO
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CAAAS hosts trivia table during National Library

The Office of Programming and Outreach Stono Rebellion, John Henrik Clarke, the
for the CAAAS sponsored a Black History Egyptian Phily), and Black Greek organi-
trivia table during Leonard S. Washing- zations.

tonds Nati onal Libroalryre\é/¢cpl§, RESPOPNESF €a | ¢
fair in April. the trivia she had.

ol f there was ever thetdble baeaust Oearned sormeich ;1gust t h
number of African American studies a s hort amount of t i me
classes in history and literature, we know junior MGIS major.

we have a student body hungry for this

knowl gdge 0 Says MeIF%rnm%r%info(rgrrgatliog&%\fricanpr °-
gram Coordinator of CAAAS. . . .
American literature, history, and

Students were enlightened by multiple philosophy/rhetoric, check out the
choice questions dealing with the historic  african American collection in the

legal decisionPlessy vs. Fergugancase SUNO library.
that has roots here in New Orleans), the

il NEEEEN "
NN WEENAE
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2008 Maoaf a

The School of Social Work hosted the panel  Calbriell Williams was the winner of the  SUNO faculty and staff enjoy the Kwan-

di scussion, o0ChildrenCAaAASoWor | He At DB e b azpadétipck logted HynQAAAS gMany

which focused on the impact of AIDSoncom- hunt 6. Student s h atlhnks to thexSehol of ocial &ard, r i b b o |
munities of color.  This was the opening pro- and attend all World AIDS day events to College of Education, Washington Li-

gram for 2008 Madaf a Weewea freehmpIphayeaflors Washirg-sbrary, and the Student Development

World Aids Day (December 1). ton Library. Center for their delicious contributions.

Our History: Undergraduate Perspective:

photographer

begins to feel big Students from Dr.

and bloated and Lora Helvie -Masonds

so big he can't (pictured far left)

walk through one COM 210 class enrap-

of these doors ture the audience with

because he gets a their oratory skills dur-

d bvline: | ing this collaborative
good byline; he .
~ Black History month

gets notices all .
mainstay.

over the world and

so forth; but

they're really - the

important people
are the people he
photogrf@phs,

Gordon Parks
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African Americans in the B\#ogCaleans Food and Farn

Sciences

Dr. lllya Tietzel, Assistant Professor of Biology, opened Black
History month with his presentation that highlights the con-
tributions of Black scientists. It was an enduring lesson for
all.

Dr. Tietzel (below, left) with Dr. Murty Kambhampati
(below, right), Chair of the Department of Biology
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Pamela Broom, Farm
Yard Director of the

New Orleans Food and
Farm Network teaches
SUNO faculty, staff, and
students the importance
of having your own gar-
den. Free seeds were
given to all attendants.

o Why | Believe: Underground Raillr

Cynthia Pedescleaux shows off her rendition |of
underground railroad quilts during this collaborg-
tive program between the graduate Museum Stud-
ies program and the CAAAS.




